Anglican Parish of Altona/Laverton

MORNING PRAYER

Sunday 26 September 2021
Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Welcome to this service of Morning Prayer, and thank you for joining us whether from near or far.
Please add your voice and your prayers as we worship God together.

The service of Morning Prayer has its roots in the daily pattern of prayer and worship in monastic communities.
The liturgy draws richly on the scriptures: both in the appointed psalms and readings, and also in other songs
(canticles) and responses. Today’s pew sheet (see www.anglicanaltlav.org.au/pew-sheets) contains a third
reading, set for today but not included in this service.

This is the day that the Lord has made. Confession

We will rejoice and be glad in it.
Psalm 118.24

Glory to God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit:
as in the beginning, so now, and for ever. Amen.

The Canticle, A Song of Redemption

Christ is the image of the invisible God:
the first-born of all creation.
For in him all things were created:
in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible.
All things were created through him and for him:
he is before all things
and in him all things hold together.
He is the head of the body, the Church:
he is the beginning, the first-born from the dead.
For it pleased God that in him
all fullness should dwell:
and through him all things be reconciled to himself.

Colossians 1.15-20

The Opening Prayer

The night has passed and the day lies open before us;
let us pray with one heart and mind.

Silence may be kept.

As we rejoice in the gift of this new day,
so may the light of your presence, O God,
set our hearts on fire with love for you;
now and for ever. Amen.

Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith,
confident in God’s forgiveness.

Merciful God,

our maker and our judge,

we have sinned against you

in thought, word, and deed,

and in what we have failed to do:

we have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves;
we repent, and are sorry for all our sins.
Father, forgive us.

Strengthen us to love and obey you

in newness of life;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you your
sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in
all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit
keep you in eternal life. Amen.

Psalm

If the Lord had not been on our side, now may Israel
say: if the Lord had not been on our side, when our
enemies rose against us,

Then they would have swallowed us alive: when their
anger was kindled against us.

Then the waters would have overwhelmed us, and the
torrent gone over us: the raging waters would have
gone clean over us.

But praised be the Lord: who has not given us as a
prey to their teeth.

We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the
fowler: the snare is broken, and we have gone free.



Our help is in the name of the Lord: who has made
heaven and earth.
(124)
God, maker of heaven and earth,
you save us in the water of baptism
and by the suffering of your Son you set us free:
help us to put our trust in his victory
and to know that there is salvation
only in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Reading from the First Testament (Hebrew Bible)

When the king and Haman came in for the banquet
with Queen Esther, the king said to her, “This is the
second day we’ve met for wine. What is your wish,
Queen Esther? I’ll give it to you. And what do you
want? I’'ll do anything—even give you half the
kingdom.”

Queen Esther answered, “If I please the king, and if
the king wishes, give me my life—that’s my wish—
and the lives of my people too. That’s my desire. We
have been sold—I and my people—to be wiped out,
killed, and destroyed. If we simply had been sold as
male and female slaves, I would have said nothing. But
no enemy can compensate the king for this kind of
damage.”

King Ahasuerus said to Queen Esther, “Who is this
person, and where is he? Who would dare do such a
thing?”’

Esther replied, “A man who hates, an enemy—this
wicked Haman!” Haman was overcome with terror in
the presence of the king and queen.

[...]

Harbona, one of the eunuchs serving the king, said,
“Sir, look! There’s the stake that Haman made for
Mordecai, the man who spoke up and did something
good for the king. It’s standing at Haman’s house—
seventy-five feet high.”

“Impale him on it!” the king ordered. So they impaled
Haman on the very pole that he had set up for
Mordecai, and the king’s anger went away.

[...]

Mordecai wrote these things down and sent letters to
all the Jews in all the provinces, both near and far, of
King Ahasuerus. He made it a rule that Jews keep the
fourteenth and fifteenth days of the month of Adar as
special days each and every year. They are the days on
which the Jews finally put to rest the troubles with
their enemies. The month is the one when everything
turned around for them from sadness to joy, and from
sad, loud crying to a holiday. They are to make them
days of feasts and joyous events, days to send food
gifts to each other and money gifts to the poor.

(7.1-6, 9-10; 9.20-22; CEB)
Here ends the first reading.

Reading from the New Testament

A reading from the letter of James

Most important, my brothers and sisters, never make a
solemn pledge—mneither by heaven nor earth, nor by
anything else. Instead, speak with a simple “Yes” or
“No,” or else you may fall under judgment.

If any of you are suffering, they should pray. If any of
you are happy, they should sing. If any of you are sick,
they should call for the elders of the church, and the
elders should pray over them, anointing them with oil
in the name of the Lord. Prayer that comes from faith
will heal the sick, for the Lord will restore them to
health. And if they have sinned, they will be
forgiven. For this reason, confess your sins to each
other and pray for each other so that you may be
healed. The prayer of the righteous person is powerful
in what it can achieve. Elijah was a person just like us.
When he earnestly prayed that it wouldn’t rain, no rain
fell for three and a half years. He prayed again, God
sent rain, and the earth produced its fruit.

My brothers and sisters, if any of you wander from the
truth and someone turns back the wanderer, recognise
that whoever brings a sinner back from the wrong path
will save them from death and will bring about the
forgiveness of many sins.

(5.12-20; CEB)
Here ends the second reading.

The readings are followed by a short period of silence for
reflection, then the response

May your word live in us
and bear much fruit to your glory.




The Canticle, The Song of Zechariah (Benedictus)

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel:
who has come to his people and set them free.

The Lord has raised up for us a mighty Saviour:
born of the house of his servant David.

Through the holy prophets, God promised of old:
to save us from our enemies, from the hands of
all who hate us,

To show mercy to our forebears:
and to remember his holy covenant.

This was the oath God swore to our father Abraham:
to set us free from the hands of our enemies,

Free to worship him without fear:
holy and righteous before him, all the days of our
life.

And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the

Most High:
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way,

To give his people knowledge of salvation:
by the forgiveness of their sins.

In the tender compassion of our God:
the dawn from on high shall break upon us,

To shine on those who dwell in darkness

and the shadow of death:

and to guide our feet into the way of peace.
Luke 1.68-79

Sermon

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ,

God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father;
from there he will come to judge

the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers

Lord have mercy.
Christ have mercy.
Lord have mercy.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours

now and for ever. Amen.

The Collect of the Day

O God, your Son has taught us that those who give a
cup of water in his name will not lose their reward:
open our eyes to see those who are in need, and teach
us to set no store by riches and earthly rewards,

so that, in surrendering ourselves to serve you in your
children, we may labour for the treasure that endures;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Intercessions and Thanksgivings

concluding with the Parish Prayer:

Creator Spirit, God beyond our knowing,

your love has been poured into our hearts.
Renew our trust in you,

and shape our lives to the call of Jesus,

our crucified and risen Lord.

Make us a people of blessing and hope,

so that neighbours and strangers may be drawn
to the compassion of Christ. Amen.

The Morning Collect

Eternal God and Father, by whose power we are
created and by whose love we are redeemed;
guide and strengthen us by your Spirit, that we may
give ourselves to your service, and live this day in love
to one another and to you; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us praise the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of
God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us

all evermore. Amen.
2 Corinthians 13.14

Material in this service is taken from A Prayer Book for Australia
(1995), Common Worship: Daily Prayer (2005).



